
DAME NINETTE DE VALOIS 

Founding Director, The Royal Ballet 
 

“Madam”, from Robert de Warren’s arrival at The Royal Ballet, consistently mentored his 
growth as a dancer, budding choreographer and future director. During his career they were 
always in touch and she gave him the benefit of advice or kind admonitions if she thought he 
needed to adjust his focus. “Madam” was a great lady and a true inspiration with a strong sense 
of humor under her directorial countenance.   

There are many handwritten letters from Madam to Robert in his personal archives. The one 
below was her last, before her passing at the venerable age of 103!   
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